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An Exploratory Study on the Survival Factors of Cooperatives: Focusing on
General Cooperatives in Seoul
Yoon, Seok Jin and Lee, Sang-Youn (Sungkonghoe University, South Korea)

The purpose of this study is to examine the factors that influence the survival of general
cooperatives under the Framework Act on Cooperatives. Since the enactment of the
Framework Act on Cooperatives in 2012, more than 16,700 general cooperatives have been
established. However, to date, studies related to the survival of general cooperatives are
extremely rare. Therefore, this study aims to find out what factors are related to the
survival of general cooperatives and how each factor affects the survival of the union by
setting the survival of general cooperatives as a dependent variable and internal and
external factors of the organization based on the survival factors of start-ups and social
enterprises.

This study uses the registration data of the Seoul Cooperative Support Center for the basic
data of the union for general cooperatives in Seoul, and the operation of companies is
conducted using the data of the Seoul Cooperative Survey. The subjects of the study were
802 general cooperatives established for six years from 2012 to 2017, and the factors
influencing survival were analyzed based on 2022, 5 to 10 years after their establishment.
The research method used binomial logistic analysis and forward placement method.

As a result of the analysis, internal factors affecting the survival of general cooperatives
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included the size of members, the age of the chairman, and the type of union. As external
factors, industry and regional factors were found to affect survival. The size of the union
had a positive (+) effect on the survival process. Other factors have been found to have some
specific variables influencing survival.

This study is meaningful in that it can promote qualitative development of cooperatives by
exploratory research on factors influencing survival of general cooperatives that have not
been conducted before, but it does not include the end point of the dissolved cooperative, so
it has a limitation in not being able to conduct additional analysis such as the risk

proportional model of COX.
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